DHUFAR

is blood betwixt them and us; they are strong. We shall not
insha'llah meet them upon the road. But the Murra, them
you must meet else you cannot go on/

We had to compute our precise number and rations most
carefully. It was clear that with one set of camels or even
two, I could not possibly carry loads across these hungry
sands in the quick marches I desired; the beasts would lose
condition. Tour relays/ said Shaikh Salih, 'do not count
on less than four relays.5 He thought that their numbers
could be reduced as we went along, but in the first march
across the steppe, exposed to the Sa'ar, it would not be safe
to move with less than forty. For financial reasons I would
have preferred a smaller party, but my counsellor was right.
Indeed, forty might be inadequate, remembering that
raiding parties of two hundred and three hundred are not
unknown in these southern borderlands where the shedding
of blood, and the robbing of camels and rifles are among the
normal activities of life.

'And if we meet a party larger than ourselves, Salih?'
'There is no might and no power except in God the
Almighty/

squabble over succession in Oman in the early eighteenth century, but, as
I have observed elsewhere, they are of much deeper significance, for,
generally speaking, the Hinawi label coincides with the tribes of avowed
Qahtani descent and the Ghafari label with those of Ma'adic or Nizari
origin, and all other non-Yemeni stock. Within limits, therefore, the
division is in origin racial. These labels apply as far west as the Sa'ar
tribe, who are regarded as Ghafari, whereas Al Kathir, of which Ar Rashid
are a section, are Hinawi. So also is the central bloc labelled Ghafari, though
in South Arabia as distinct from Oman, there is no factional solidarity,
and these labels have no political significance.

Ma'arab and Mishgas are used in South Arabia as regional terms for
westwards and eastwards of Dhufar respectively. Thus the Sa'ar and all
other western tribes are Ahl al Ma'arab.